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Remarks 

Claims 31, 34-41, 51-55 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hijiya et al., (USPN 4,562,020) in view of Akiyama (USPN 5,576,025). Applicants respectfully 
traverse each of these rejections. Claims 48-50 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hijiya et al., (USPN 4,562,020) in view of Oshlack et al. (USPN 5,580,578). 
Applicants respectfully traverse each of these rejections. 

Applicants submit that the teachings of the combination of Hijiya in view of Akiyama 
and Hijiaya in view of Oshlack do not obviate the present invention. Applicants submit that 
the teachings of the combination of these references are extremely different and non- 
analogous to the Applicants' invention. In fact, the Office Action states that the teachings of 
the combination of these references (Hijiya in view of Akiyama and Hijiya in view of Oshlack). 
yield an expectation of achieving a composition adapted to adhere to the gastrointestinal 
mucosa for a prolonged period of time. This is different than the compositions claimed in the 
present Application. Applicants submit that withdrawal of the rejections based on the 
combination of these references is warranted. 

Applicants note that the teachings of Oshlack and Akiyama are distinctly different and 
non-analogous to the present invention because they are not directed to dosage forms in the 
form of a film as claimed by the Applicants. Rather they, like many other references that are 
directed to drug dosage forms that include some form of a film coating, are directed to 
dosage forms that include a film that is used to coat a tablet or a drug particle to facilitate 
controlled release characteristics. Combinations of such references do not render the 
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present invention obvious for the same conclusions provided by the instant Office Action, e.g. 
combining such references yield an expectation of achieving a composition with adhering to 
mucosa for a prolonged period of time or a sustained or controlled release of a drug. 
Applicants submit that combinations of references such as Akiyama and Oshlack and other 
similar references do not teach or obviate the present invention. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the application is in condition for allowance and 
reconsideration is requested. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or comments concerning the above, the 
Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the number listed 
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below. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Barry H. Jacobsen 
Attorney for the Applicant 
Reg. No. 43,689 
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